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The Kenya Green Building Society (KGBS) is a member-based, independent, non-profit, 
non-political organization.

The mission of KGBS is to lead the development of Kenya's built environment, 
encouraging the construction, real estate and allied industries toward environmentally 
and socially friendly structures and promoting a healthy and efficient built environment. 

Separately, as an established member of the World Green Building Council, KGBS brings 
together individuals, corporations, and governments on a national, regional, and global 
scale to promote in order to advocate for the above transformation with sustainability in 

mind.
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What We Do.
We hope that through our programs,initiatives, activities and collaborations  we 
can make and drive impact in transforming the built environment to a more 
green and climate friendly environment which would then reduce 40% CO2 to a 
lower one.

Advocacy
Support policy development around a sustainable built 
environment, while also undertaking promotion and 
advocacy initiatives to push for the green agenda, and 
incorporate ESG as a tool to achieve our objectives.

Education
Building market capacity to provide solutions achivieving 
sustainability through developing educational tools, events 
and trainings.

Certification
Supporting the implementation of rating tools in Kenya to 
drive building sector change towards sustainability.
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In order to achieve the goals and objectives of the 
Society, KGBS has implemented a programs approach, 
developing and deploying programs, projects and 
initiatives.

Theses programs are either purely run by KGBS, or run in 
collaboration with strategic partners and DFIs.

KGBS 
Programs 
& Initiatives

IFC EDGE Implementation

EDGE is a global online platform, a green building 
standard, and a certification system. The IFC, a 
member of the World Bank Group, launched EDGE 
in response to the need for a measurable solution 
to prove the financial case for green building and 
help expedite its mainstreaming. 

As IFC's local implementation partner, we aim to 
aim to make EDGE the benchmark tool for all new 
and existing buildings in Kenya over the coming 
years. In today’s competitive world, property 
developers are trying their best to build in a 
sustainable way. EDGE enables construction 
experts to quickly and simply find the most 
cost-effective ways to build green, based on 
tenant behavior, building type, and local 
environment.

How We
Do It. 

Jenga Green Library
The library, which was created in partnership with 
FSD Kenya, aims to be a one-stop shop for 
showcasing the whole supply chain of sustainable 
building products and services, including 
suppliers, dealers, retailers, service providers, and 
sustainable building consultants. 

The Jenga Green Library is a free and interactive 
platform that aims to do the following: 

1. Encourage the use of low-carbon materials to reduce 
waste and pollution during the construction of the built 
environment. 

2. Assist developers and homeowners in choosing items 
and materials that will last a long time and will not 
degrade, which is an important part of circularity and 
sustainability in the construction industry. 

3. Provide policymakers with recommendations on how to 
implement a circular model in the construction industry.

Voluntary Carbon Offsets 
Portal
The portal, created in collaboration with Patch, is 
intended to assist businesses in reducing their 
carbon footprint through the purchase of carbon 
credits as part of their net zero journey. After your 
business detects the emissions generated, or 
possibly generated, using a carbon accounting 
tool and ESG, the portal is an effective and 
responsible way to focus on decarbonization, or 
converting your business to complement the 
climate change agenda.

Zero Carbon Buildings 
Accelerator
We've teamed up with the World Resources 
Institute to assist the Laikipia County Government 
in developing a local county action plan to 
decarbonize the construction sector by 2050. 

By identifying and implementing transformative 
initiatives, promoting market participation and 
involvement, and increasing local capacity to 
meet short- and long-term goals, the strategy will 
pave the road for Laikipia to deliver on building 
decarbonization.



In today's environment, where change and 
uncertainty seem to be the only constants, 
more and more investors are taking a 
long-term view, that aims to balance, 
profits, people and planet in order to 
ensure the sustainability of a business and 
its benefit to the communities that depend 
on it, and the environment it operates in.

Regulators, and businesses cannot afford 
to ignore this change in investor 
behaviour, climate change’s effect on the 
continent and the challenges caused by 
the rapid urbanisation of African cities, 
which creates both social and 
environmental issues that require using 
finance as a tool of relief and social and 
environmental change.

It is for this reason that ESG cannot be 
ignored.

From a key stakeholder perspective, KGBS 
is well positioned to make significant 
impact, since our focus is the built 
environment and allied industries, which 
means the financial and professional 
services that service this industry) which 
accounts to about 40% of CO2 emissions, 
and 42% GDP of Kenya’s GDP is tied to 
natural capital.

For this reason, working with KGBS means, 
bringing a wide pool of regulators, 
industries, and players in guiding the 
narrative towards ESG and climate change 
for maximum impact.

Stay tuned for more information on our 
ESG services which will be shared post our 
hybrid event on ESG later this month.

ESG: Our new 
workstream.



To fulfill its mandate in part, KGBS has 
delivered events independently, as well as 
being involved in events held by strategic 
partners and key stakeholders in the 
industry.

With the aim building capacity on 
sustainability in the built environment, 
KGBS has been actively participating in 
conversations supporting this goal such as 
ESG framekworks for the real estate 
market, IFC EDGE awareness and Experts 
training and the roadmap to Net Zero, just 
to mention a few.

A quick recap of

some of our activities

this year.

KGBS Events
& Activities

204 99 corporate members, 41 
individual members and 64 youth 
chapter members.

Membership

1.57m Registrered or certified area in square 
metres in Kenya by IFC EDGE, LEED and 
GreenStar Africa rating tools

Certified or Registered Space

64 Number of
Registered Buildings

68 Accredited professionals 
trained by KGBS on green 
rating tools

Number of
Certified Professionals 

Our Impact
so far 

Green building uptake has been on the rise in 
Kenya, with 64 buildings either registered or 
certified as of June 2022. This is more than 
double the uptake as KGBS had reported 25 
certified buildings in the previous year.

More indviduals are acknowladging the need 
for sustainability in the built environment and 
supporting the cause as the KGBS has seen 
an increase of 198% in membership from 2021.



The Kenya Green Building Society launched the Jenga 
Green Library, a free Green Building Materials and 
Services Directory in partnership with FSD Kenya on 20th 
April 2022. The directory seeks to serve as a one-stop 
shop for showcasing the complete supply chain of 
sustainable building products and services, including 
manufacturers, distributors, retailers, service providers, 
and sustainable building consultants. 

The materials directory will make it easier for builders, 
consumers, homeowners, and urban planners to locate 
green businesses that support sustainability in the built 
environment.

It aims to: 

1. Reduce waste and pollution during the delivery of the
built environment by encouraging the use of low-carbon 
materials.

2. Assist developers and homeowners in selecting
products and materials that perform well over time and
do not degrade, which is an important aspect of
circularity/sustainability in the building sector.

3. Advise policy makers on how to implement a circular
model in the building and construction industry.

Our Board member Wangari Muchiri, was the MC for the 
event and was joined by our Chairperson Ted Ochieng, 
and Treasurer, Amrish Shah to showcase the app and 
engage stakeholders at the event.

East Africa Property 
Investment Summit.

Launch of the Jenga Green 
Library.

The Kenya Green Building Society attended the 
East Africa Property Investment Summit where it 
showcased the IFC EDGE Buildings Program and 
oversaw the awards ceremony to ABSA Bank Plc

The East Africa Property Investment (EAPI) is East 
Africa’s leading real estate gathering, and took 
place in-person and virtually direct from the 
Kempinski Hotel, Nairobi on 18 & 19 May 2022.

This year’s Summit discussed the following key 
topics:

1. ESG as a key driver of the real estate industry.

2. Affordable Housing and its implementation.

3. Infrastructural Development and the key
challenges and opportunities.

4. Project Finance in the real estate industry 

5. Kenya’s journey towards the Green economy,
and how  Kenya is at the forefront of green
certification, funding, and technology in East
Africa.

6. Property Technology & Enterprises: from hype

to reality – the pandemic accelerated the usage of 
systems and services. How are landlords adopting 
technology and what impact will Nairobi’s 
reputation as an innovation hub have on the real 
estate sector?

On 10th May 2022, the IFC and Equity Group 
Holdings Plc. announced they are 
expanding their partnership to support the 
sustainable development of Africa by 
increasing access to financial services for 
small businesses and funding for green 
projects in six countries across Eastern 
and Central Africa.

Following this announcement and as part 
of the Training Schedule for the Central 
Region on Climate Finance, we delivered 
an IFC EDGE discovery workshop for IFC, on 
the Green Buildings asset class for Equity 
Bank staff, as well as a few developer 
clients who were invited for the training. 
The trainees were taken through green 
building definitions, as well as how the 
EDGE app, standard and certification could 
enable markets for climate business.

The session was rather positive as some 
participants were able to identify aspects 
of green building during the session. Case 
studies in the country were of particular 
interest to the participants as most 
questions were on this. Another frequently 
asked question from the audience was on 
the costing of the EDGE certification 
process.

A IFC’s backing, along with that of partners 
British International Investment, FMO, 
Symbiotics and ResponsAbility, will 
support Equity Group to deliver on its $6 
billion `Africa Recovery and Resilience Plan’ 
to finance five million businesses and 25 
million households to create 50 million jobs 
both directly and indirectly in Kenya, DRC, 
Uganda, Rwanda, Tanzania, and South 
Sudan.

2 0T H  APR IL  20 22.

EDGE Discovery for Equity 
Bank Kenya.
19TH MAY 2022.

18TH – 19TH MAY 2022.

Certify  
Green and 
Change Your 
World.

www.edgebuildings.com



World Environment Day 
Program, Mukuru. 

We attended the  Mukuru Promotion Centre for the 
children's Environment Day Program where we got 
to see children showcase their dance skills, go 
through an awareness session on environmental 
preservation and carry out a tree planting 
excercise.

As Kenya Green Building Society, working with the 
built environment means working with all 
stakeholders to create lasting change.

This means working with communities, and 
different age brackets that occupy and live in 
spaces. For this reason, underprivileged 
communities, slum areas, and children(and youth 
generally) must be part of these conversations 
and initiatives.

We have to also realise that to create and sustain 
lasting change, we have to create that sense of 
responsibility in children to protect their 
environments and be their brothers and sister's 
keeper, and acknowledge that education systems 
can be a powerful tool in creating the human 
beings we aspire to become.

Mukuru Promotion Centre, is doing a fantastic job 
in trying to meet and support the needs of a 
growing population and works with the people of 
Mukuru Informal Settlements to enable their 
access to healthcare, education and social 
welfare and rehabilitation. Really happy we got a 
chance to visit the centre and interact with really 
cool children too who taught us that making a 
change can be fun too.

Our CEO, contributed to the Green Finance Panel at 
the East Africa Private Equity & Venture Capital 
Association Conference on 16th June 2022.

Milton Lore, Head of Partnerships, Open Capital, 
was a class act, and did a superb job guiding the 
panel, comprising Marcus Watson, Director, 
Kawisafi, and Erwin Spolders, CEO, Redavia, 
through such a wide topic and bringing out our 
contributions in a seamless manner.

As the Kenya Green Building Society, green 
financing is important to us since we look at it as a 
key pathway to helping Africa tackle the impact of 
climate change from a resilience and adaptation 
perspective in three ways:

1. Addressing issues in the built environment, like the rapid 
urbanisation of Africa to tackle the pressures on existing
infrastructure due to congestion, sanitation, health issues 
and etc would go along way in helping Kenya which has
42% of its GDP is dependent on natural capital.

2. to guide where support would be plugged in to assist
social challenges to affected populations, and expanding 
the population bracket to ensure green finance could be
accessible to more people for more impact. This means,
perhaps, changing our perspective on how we think of
green finance, by expanding our understanding of
environment to perhaps also include those that depend
on the environment too.

3. to work well with insurance in order to increase financial 
resilience with a specific focus on climate disasters, since 
close to 70 percent of losses from climate events remain
uninsured, with the burden of liabilities currently falling on 
governments through disaster relief and reconstruction,
as well as through welfare payments.

The Kenya Green Building Society launched the Jenga 
Green Library, a free Green Building Materials and 
Services Directory in partnership with FSD Kenya on 20th 
April 2022. The directory seeks to serve as a one-stop 
shop for showcasing the complete supply chain of 
sustainable building products and services, including 
manufacturers, distributors, retailers, service providers, 
and sustainable building consultants. 

The materials directory will make it easier for builders, 
consumers, homeowners, and urban planners to locate
green businesses that support sustainability in the built 
environment.

It aims to: 

1. Reduce waste and pollution during the delivery of the 
built environment by encouraging the use of low-carbon 
materials.

2. Assist developers and homeowners in selecting
products and materials that perform well over time and 
do not degrade, which is an important aspect of 
circularity/sustainability in the building sector.

3. Advise policy makers on how to implement a circular 
model in the building and construction industry.

Our Board member Wangari Muchiri, was the MC for the 
event and was joined by our Chairperson Ted Ochieng, 
and Treasurer, Amrish Shah to showcase the app and 
engage stakeholders at the event.

The Kenya Green Building Society had an 
engaging Madaraka Day, as our Monitoring 
and Evaluations Officer, Louis Kariuki had the 
opportunity to participate in a rather 
interactive panel discussion on "Net Zero 
Around the World ", as part of the Asia-Pacific 
Festival with a focus on East Africa.

At the Panel, we recognized and gave kudos 
to our corporate member, Africa Logistics 
Properties, for pioneering the Advancing Net 
Zero Commitment in East Africa, and doing its 
part to deliver environmentally, socially and 
economically responsible warehousing 
solutions to its clients.

Separately, and as a build-up to COP27 and 
KGBS in collaboration with the World 
Resources Institute, is piloting the first 
iteration of the Zero Carbon Buildings 
Accelerator Project in 2022 and will work with 

the County Government of Laikipia to develop 
a local action plan to decarbonize the 
building sector by 2050. The action plan will 
pave the way for Laikipia to deliver on building 
decarbonization by identifying and 
implementing transformative actions, 
facilitating market transition, and building 
local capacity to achieve short- and 
long-term goals. 

The project will also deliver a net zero carbon 
pilot project in the county, the first in Kenya, to 
act as proof of concept and how achievable 
net zero is for the building sector.

Lastly, to facilitate the development of net 
zero buildings, KGBS is also working on a 
carbon offsets portal where parties to 
projects can purchase carbon credits in their 
net zero certification journey. 

Net Zero Around the 
World.
7T H  J UNE 20 22.

Jersey Finance, Nairobi 
Roadshow.
13TH – 17TH JUNE 2022.

The 6th Annual East Africa 
Private Equity & Venture 
Capital Association 
Conference.
16TH JUNE 2022.

We joined our friends Jersey Finance, at the Nairobi 
Roadshow, which was led by Faizal Bhana, Director 
Middle East, Africa and India at Jersey Finance. 

The Jersey Finance Nairobi Roadshow, in partnership 
with EY, Clyde & Co, CMS Daly Inamdar Advocates and 
the Kenya Private Sector Alliance (KEPSA) focused on 
themes such as sustainable finance, private wealth, 
corporate services, funds, family businesses and
infrastructure.

We joined the Jersey team for several events in the
roadshow, which included:

• an engaging evening in the “Forward-Thinking
Infrastructure Workshop”, in collaboration with 
Kangwana in association with Clyde & Co.

• a visit to Jersken Little Angels home with the Jersey
Finance team.  The home, cares for the less fortunate, 
orphaned and needy children with the aim of nurturing 
them and developing future leaders.

The Jersey Finance team’s efforts to prioritise social 
obligations, in addition to the corporate agenda that 
they had in an intensely busy week was inspiring. 

• A future focus on Sustainable Finance in collaboration
with KEPSA. 

• A session on the future of Private Wealth in
collaboration with EY.



EDGE Expert Training

We conducted our EDGE Expert Training sessions in 
Nairobi and Laikipia County, where our EDGE Expert 
Trainers, Ted Otieno and Amrish Shah, took a series 
of professionals through the training and 
conducted an introduction to the EDGE tool and 
the benefits of EDGE certification. 

Separately, they also helped attendees quantify 
the value of passive and active design elements, 
how to determine which energy and water-saving 
systems and solutions are best for a particular 
location and climate, and how to measure the 
collective impact of design decisions on the 
project.

Lastly, they also they also took attendees through 
the certification process. This workshop offered 
access to the EDGE Expert accreditation with the 
IFC. After attending you will receive a code which 
will allow you access to the Prometric EDGE Expert 
exam and ultimately registration with the IFC.

Our Lead Memberships Officer, Francis Kimiri, 
participated in a Panel Session on the Impact of 
Digital Transformation in Africa, by Glue Up. 

At the session, he highlighted KGBS’s journey and 
key challenges with membership automation and 
digital transformation.

The panel unpacked important areas of digital 
transformation in member-based organizations, 
which included how members are reacting to the 
digital migration journey.

Glue Up, Impact of Digital 
Transformation in Africa 
Panel Session.
21ST JUNE 2 02 2 .

We joined our Corporate Leader member, BuildX 
Studio, for the groundbreaking of Zima Homes in 
Wangige, along the Western Bypass.

Zima Homes, is created for Nairobi's low-income 
urban population to provide affordable, dignified, 
and aspirational homes that are kind to our planet.

The project aims to achieve Edge Advanced 
certification and minimize environment through 
early-stage passive design strategies, and to 
develop a model that can be replicated at scale 
toward a goal of 10,000 homes by 2030, impacting 
an estimated 25,000 people from low-income 
urban communities.

Groundbreaking, Zima 
Homes.
25TH JUNE 2022.

17TH & 24TH JUNE 2022.

Launch of the Zero Carbon 
Accelerator Program.
23RD JUNE 2022.

The Kenya Green Building Society was in 
Laikipia County to provide training on and 
launch the Zero Carbon Building Accelerator 
Program to county government 
representatives.

The program is in partnership with World 
Resources Institute. Its goal is to help the 
county's built environment transition to net 
zero through a partnership with the World 
Resources Institute.

As a result, the Zero Carbon Buildings Action 
Plan will assist the county in designing, 
implementing and integrating a Low 
Emissions Development pathway wherein 
green building laws  and regulations  will be 
developed.

In our session, we aimed to emphasize the 
important role that county governments can 
play in helping the national government fulfill 
its obligations under international 
agreements, such as Kenya's commitment to 
adopt environmental, climate change, and 
sustainable development initiatives that 
place a responsibility on targeted initiatives 
to steer the real estate and related industries.

Our team, comprising of Rachael Mutheu I. 
and Roy M. Githaiga have been contributing 
to a series of panel discussions about 
Sustainable Materials over the last one 
month, along with our friend and partner the 
Centre for Science and Technology 
Innovations (CSTI).

So far, the team has talked about whole life 
carbon and digital tools for green designs 
webinars that are attended by different 
experts in the built environment.

Digital Tools for Green 
Building Designs Webinar. 



Gatsby Africa, Wood 
Markets Industry Event.

Our CEO, Nasra Nanda and Vice Chairperson, 
Azmeena Bhanji  joined industry stakeholders from 
East Africa’s commercial forestry sectors and 
downstream industries during the Kenya Wood 
Markets Industry event organised by Gatsby Africa 
in Nairobi last week.

Nasra was part of the panel discussing how one 
can bring the value chain together and drive the 
sustainability agenda forward in the industry.

KGBS held a joint webinar with the IFC - 
International Finance Corporation EDGE Buildings, 
the Green Building Council South Africa and Ghana 
Green Building Summit (YECHAM) on the 30th June 
2022 at 3:00 PM EAT.

The webinar discussed the topic "Green Buildings 
in Africa and what it takes to transform the market 
toward sustainable construction".

At the Webinar, our Chairperson, Ted Ochieng 
Otieno, presented the Green Building Market 
Maturity report for Kenya, along with Lisa Reynolds, 
CEO, Green Building Council, South Africa, Cyril Nii 
Ayitey Tetteh, Founder, Ghana Green Building 
Summit (Yecham), who spoke on the reports for 
South Africa and Ghana respectively.

The Panel was moderated by Sandro Díez-Amigo, 
PhD, FRM, Research Lead, Market Accelerator for 
Green Construction (MAGC) at International 
Finance Corporation, World Bank Group.

Joint Africa Region Green 
Buildings Councils 
Webinar with IFC EDGE 
Buildings.
30TH JUNE 2 02 2 .

We had a great mentorship session last month, 
with ASA JKUAT on Architectural Career paths.

Our Board Member, Gurmukh Singh Panesar, 
represented KGBS at the session. As Kenya Green 
Building Society, one of our core mandates is 
capacity building along with advocacy and 
certification of green buildings.

For this reason, attending the mentorship talk and 
discussing what we do with students is important 
to build a new generation of individuals who are 
keen on ensuring our built environment is 
anchored in sustainability.

ASA Mentorship Talk.
25TH JUNE 2022.

28TH JUNE 2022.

Our team is joining our friend and industry 
partner, the Architectural Association of 
Kenya (AAK), at the AAK Annual Convention 
in Mombasa (the "Convention").

The Convention brings together architects 
from around the country, as well as other 
players in the built environment to discuss 
key issues around urban governance. 
Architects and other players in the 
industry, such as planners, surveyors and 
many more, are a crucial component and 
stakeholder set in helping the Kenya Green 
Building Society transform the built 
environment towards, healthy, 
energy-efficient and environmentally 
friendly buildings. It is therefore important 
for Kenya Green Building Society to work 
with our friends and partners Architectural 
Association of Kenya (AAK) to ensure that 
they are part of the conversation as we 
drive the green building agenda through 
our Jenga Green App, which connects 
consumers and players in the supply chain 
to sustainable materials and service 
providers, and the IFC - International 
Finance Corporation EDGE program, and 
how both will play a part in helping Kenya 
in meeting its commitments under the 
Paris Agreement in the path towards 
decarbonizing the built environment and 
to NetZero and compliment actions 
towards mitigating and adapting to 
climate change.

The convention's theme "A Holistic 
Approach to Urban Governance", touches 
on extremely important topics to the 
Kenya Green Building Society, especially 
the role of sustainability, and technology in 
urban governance and the legal 
framework that would support it.

AAK Annual Convention, 
Mombasa.
6TH- 8TH JULY 2022.



Our strategic 
partners




