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● Understand the disparities between actual and 
documented school asthma

● Describe the barriers to reporting school asthma
● Understand role that parents and school clerks play 

in identifying students with asthma
● Discuss how the AsthmaID program may be adapted 

for other school settings

Objectives



MISSION

The Office of Student Health and Wellness aims to remove 
health-related barriers to learning and advance health 
equity in Chicago. 

Chicago Public Schools



Chicago Public Schools

340,658 Students

636 Schools

19% English Learners/ 
Bilingual

64% Economically 
Disadvantaged

36% Black
47% Hispanic/ Latinx11% White



Nationally

11.6%
Illinois

11.4%

Chicago

16%
CPS

5% 
21% | 20%

(CPS, 2020; Davis et al., 2020; CAHMI, 2018; NHIS, 2018)

Asthma: Lifetime Prevalence



currently

 16,856 students
could be

54,505 students
unidentified

37,649 students!



Under-identification & Underreporting

Overall health disparities with childhood asthma

Increased asthma ED visits

Suboptimal school asthma management

Effects of Underreporting



Note. Data from Chicago Health Atlas (2019)

Chicago Rate of Childhood Asthma ED Visits by 
Race/Ethnicity, 2017



Complex documentation process
● Four steps to reporting 
● Requires extra visits to medical provider

Inconsistent school to parent communication
● Exacerbated by limited nursing availability

Limited access and utilization of resources
● Healthcare, transportation, community support

Limited parental knowledge of the process

(Martin et al., 2018; Volerman et al., 2017, 2018)

Reasons for Underreporting



Purpose of 
AsthmaID

Increase reporting of asthma conditions 
to help improve school management of 

asthma through comprehensive 
trainings for parents and school clerks



1. Improved school asthma 
management through 
increased reporting to schools

2. Increased knowledge, 
confidence, and likelihood of 
reporting 

3. Working with community 
partners on trainings and 
resource binder

Model For Improvement



● Culturally tailored
● Targeting school clerks and 

parents
● Educating on organization’s 

reporting process
● Engaging community 

partners
● Ensuring CPS policy 

implementation

Socioecological Model (SEM)



● Training Design
○ Community Partners
○ Culturally-tailored

● Outreach
○ School & community

● Delivery 
○ Virtual Sessions
○ Simultaneously English & 

Spanish

Methods: Parent Component



Methods: Clerk Component
● Training Design
○ Clerk Ambassadors

● Outreach & 
Incentives

○ Decals, Certificates
○ Clerk Community

● Delivery
○ 2 Virtual Sessions



Methods: Binder Component
● Design
○ Partners
○ Bilingual

● Distribution
○ Trainings
○ Community Partners 

bit.ly/AsthmaIDBinder

http://bit.ly/AsthmaIDBinder


AsthmaID Training Attendee Information
Clerks
● 76 completed training

○ 68 attended live

○ 8 watched recording 

● 65 different schools

● 63 completed survey

● 14 geographical networks

Parents
● 18 total attendees

○ 16 parents
○ 2 teachers
○ 15 SP, 3 EN

● 11 parents completed 
surveys
○ 10 SP, 1 EN



17

82%

Results - AsthmaID Parent Trainings
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82%

Results - AsthmaID Parent Trainings
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36%

Results - AsthmaID Parent Trainings
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84%

Results - AsthmaID Clerk Trainings
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Results - AsthmaID Clerk Trainings

87%



Relationship with school clerks is vital to the reporting process
● Especially with limited nursing availability
● Have parents’ trust, are known by school community

Important to collaborate with partner organizations
● Have a connection with the community
● Help to identify needs and develop content of AsthmaID 

trainings and digital binder

COVID-19 highlights need for increased asthma reporting

Lessons Learned & Next Steps



Training school clerks and parents on the reporting process 
increases knowledge, confidence, and likelihood of reporting
● Based on post-training survey results

Measuring changes in metrics
● Percentage of students with reported asthma at CPS

AsthmaID can be adapted
● To address reporting of other chronic conditions
● To train other staff on the process of reporting chronic conditions
● To target needs of specific schools and networks

Lessons Learned & Next Steps



Questions?

Mimi.Guiracocha@gmail.com
Mimi.Guiracocha@Lung.org 
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