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Objectives

• Identify the 8 domains of quality palliative care 
applied to oncology practice 

• Demonstrate skills for oncology APRNs in the 
Domains of palliative care

• Develop goals for implementing the skills training in 
practice through process improvement, staff 
education, and clinical care  



Background: History of ELNEC

• Began in 2000

• First Course: January 2001, 
Pasadena, CA

• Collaboration between City 
of Hope and the American 
Association of Colleges of 
Nursing

• Over 45,881 ELNEC educated [in 
person and online]

• ELNEC trainers have disseminated 
the training to over 1.45M

• Presented in every US state and 
DC

• Trainers in 100 countries

• Translated into 12 languages



Background: ELNEC Curricula
• Currently 9 ELNEC Curricula:

� ELNEC Core 
� ELNEC Geriatric 
� ELNEC Pediatric
� ELNEC Critical Care
� ELNEC APRN
� ELNEC Oncology APRN (NCI, R25 Grant)
� ELNEC Communication
� ELNEC Undergraduate/New Graduate (online)
� ELNEC Graduate (online)



Background: ELNEC Modules Addressing Palliative Care 

• Mod 1:  Palliative Nursing Care

• Mod 2:  Pain Management

• Mod 3:  Symptom Management

• Mod 4:  Ethical Issues

• Mod 5:  Cultural Considerations

• Mod 6:  Communication

• Mod 7:  Loss, Grief, Bereavement

• Mod 8:  Final Hours



Introduction: Palliative Care 

• Providing palliative care to patients across the spectrum of cancer 🡪 key 
role of Oncology Advanced Practice Registered Nurses (APRN)

• National Consensus Project [NCP] for Quality Palliative Care, 2018

• Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) leaders play a vital role in supporting the 
training of healthcare teams

• National Cancer Institute (NCI) funded R25 training grant 



Methodology 

• Training courses were held from 2018-2021

• Included adult-and pediatric-focused APRNs

• The 3-day course content was based on the NCP (2018) domains of palliative 
care addressing:

– Structures and Processes of Care

– Physical Aspects of Care

– Psychosocial & Psychiatric Aspects of Care 

– Social Aspects of Care 

– Spiritual, Religious, & Existential Aspects of Care 

– Cultural Considerations 

– Care of Imminently Dying Patient 

– Ethical & Legal Aspects of Care 



Methodology 



Results 
• N = 430 APRNs

• 46 States 



Results



Conclusion 

• Vital role of the Oncology APRN

• Innovative training program (goal-directed)

• Fostering team collaboration 

• Improving outcomes and the quality of PC

• American Association of Colleges of Nursing (AACN) Essentials (2021)
� Domain IV: Scholarship for Nursing Discipline

� Domain VI: Interprofessional Partnerships

� Domain IX: Professionalism

� Domain X: Personal, Professional, and Leadership Development 
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Questions 
Thank you 

For more information: https://www.aacnnursing.org/ELNEC
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