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California’s ECE Assessment – The Desired 
Results Developmental Profile (DRDP)

• Observational assessment 
that covers language, 
literacy, math, social and 
emotional skills, 
approaches to learning, and 
physical development

• Additional English 
Language Development 
measure for DLLs
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Revising DRDP – Language & Literacy
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DRAFT VERSION – DO NOT SHARE



Revising DRDP – English Language Development
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DRAFT VERSION – DO NOT SHARE



Barriers & Challenges in ECE Assessment

• Pros and cons of observational 
assessment

• What to do when educator does 
not speak child’s home 
language?

• Teacher burden with 
assessment

• Usability of the data
• Being clear on the goal - 

Summative vs. formative 
assessment

• Cost

5



Opportunities for ECE Assessment

• Use of technology and 
speech recognition

• Combination of 
observational and direct 
assessment

• Engage with families, 
educators, and communities 
in assessment development

• Measures for Early Success 
initiative
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Looking Ahead in CA 

• Helping educators more 
reliably capture children’s 
language and literacy skills 
in the home language

• Structured prompts? 
• Direct assessments aligned 

to the DRDP?
• Developing more examples 

and trainings for assessing 
language and literacy in 
Spanish (and the other top 5 
languages)?
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