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One in three children under the 
age of five in the US has at least 
one parent who speaks a 
language other than English at 
home. 

These children bring linguistic 
and cultural assets to the early 
childhood programs they 
attend. 

Slides: MDRC & Measures for Early Success 



We need to allow all children to 
demonstrate their knowledge in 
ways that are reflective of their 
unique lived experiences.

Assessments are NOT 
culturally and linguistically 
“neutral” -- they are reflective 
of the knowledge and 
experiences of the 
communities that inform their 
development.

Slides: MDRC & Measures for Early Success 
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For example, math assessments often ask 
children to match like-shapes or sort similar 
items into groups. 

• Even if I know English and Spanish, I may find it 
easier to recognize words like “match,” “same,” 
and “pair” in my home language if my family 
uses these words in Spanish at home (perhaps 
when we are sorting laundry together).  

• If so, I  may benefit from hearing the 
instructions in both English and Spanish.

Slides: MDRC & Measures for Early Success 



Challenge 1: 
Driving improvements in assessment and 
measurement through research, application, and 
utility with the growing dual language learner 
population



Challenge 2:
Incorporating cultural, developmental and 
longitudinal considerations in measurement 
development, in general and with dual language 
learner communities



Challenge 3: 
Engaging in actions for improved research, 
practice, training, and policy with dual language 
learner communities



Back to Challenge 1: 
Driving improvements in assessment and 
measurement through research, application, and 
utility with the growing dual language learner 
population



Errors in Assessment and Measurement

o Conducting rudimentary translations

o Utilizing a measure in another language out of convenience, 
familiarity, or because it is adequate in English

o Assumption of lack of bilingual measurement approaches

(Barrueco et al., 2023; López & Barrueco, 2008) 



● Approaches and Measures
○ Language Screening & Routing
○ Assessments (Symmetrical vs. Asymmetrical)
○ Psychometric, Cultural, and Linguistic Properties for both 

English and Spanish versions

● Over 1 in 3 measures in Spanish had not been  adequately 
developed

● Including extensively used measures in research, practice, 
and policy

Funder: Pew Charitable Trusts



Challenge 2:
Incorporating cultural, developmental and 
longitudinal considerations in measurement 
development, in general and with dual language 
learner communities



Family Literacy Multistate Intervention

East Coast Collaborative for Enhancing Language and Literacy 
(ECCELL)

Level Activities
Child Language and Literacy Curriculum in Classrooms
Parents Basic Education and English as a Second Language 

Classes
Familial Parent-Child Practices in Home Visits and Small 

Groups
State Coordination and Continuity 
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n First national-representative study to directly assess 
MSFW children (infants, toddlers, and preschoolers)

n Classroom Observations

n Cultural, linguistic and mobility experiences
 

randomly selected programs

randomly selected centers randomly selected centers 
within those programs

randomly selected classrooms 
within those centers, on average

randomly selected children/
families per classroom

Spring 2017–Spring 2018

Who Will Participate? Who Will Participate?

Summer 2017–Summer 2018

programs

Study Activities
(by mail)

Study Activities
(onsite at centers)

• center director surveys
• classroom observations
• teacher + assistant teacher surveys
• teacher child reports
• parent interviews
• child assessments

250

All

53

4-12

24
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COMPONENT 1: PROGRAM  
AND CENTER SURVEYS

COMPONENT 2:  
CENTER ACTIVITIES

• paper surveys to all program 
directors and selected center 
directors

For questions, please contact the study 
team at MSHS@abtassoc.com

Two MSHS Study Components

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: The referenced collection of information is voluntary. An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person 
is not required to respond to, a collection of information unless it displays a currently valid OMB control number. The OMB control number for this 
collection is 0970-0493 and it expires 07/31/2018. If you have comments concerning the referenced collection of information, please write to:  
Abt Associates, 55 Wheeler Street, Cambridge MA 02138 Attention: Linda Caswell.
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Head Start Early Learning Outcomes 
Framework

How do you 
currently support  
MSHS children’s  

language and 
literacy 

development? 
How can it further 

be enhanced?



36 Months Old and Older 
Woodcock-Muñoz Language Survey-Revised Normative Update (WMLS-R 

NU): Letter-Word Identification (English) and
 Identificación de letras y palabras (Spanish) 
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Challenge 3: 
Engaging in actions for improved research, 
practice, training, and policy with dual language 
learner communities



In this rule, we also codify best 
practice in assessing dual 
language learners (DLL) in § 
1302.33(c)(2) by requiring 
programs to administer language 
assessments to dual language 
learners in both English and 
their home language, as needed, 
either directly or through 
interpreters. 

These requirements will ensure 
that screening and assessment 
data is collected in both languages 
to ensure a more complete 
understanding of these 
children’s knowledge, skills and 
abilities. 176 

In 2017, approximately $3.5 
million was dedicated annually 

to improved assessment.



Spanish Virtual Environment for 
Social Information Processing (VESIP)

• Collaborators
• Rush University Medical Center
 

• IES-funded

ü Cultural and psychometric properties

ü Language routing approach

ü Think alouds, focus groups, Rasch



Training & Practice 
 Expand field’s preparation in the selection, application, 

administration, and interpretation of multilingual 
measures

Research
 Incorporate linguistic, cultural and psychometric 

features in measurement construction and 
examination



Future…

Advancing Multilingual 
Measurement and 

Assessment
in the Context of Diversity, 

Equity, and Inclusion

Measurement 
Construction & 

Examination

Policy, Training, & 
Practice

Cultural, 
Developmental & 

Longitudinal 
Considerations

Appreciation
y agradecimiento

Contact Information


