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Source: https://sites.ed.gov/idea/idea-files/policy-statement-inclusion-of-children-with-disabilities-in-early-childhood-programs/



Key Takeaways

• Children should receive EI/ECSE services in the setting they would attend if they did not 

have a disability. 

• Ongoing research exists to demonstrate that high quality inclusion is beneficial to all.

• It is the law.

• Inclusion as measured by LRE has not changed remarkably in over 40 years. 

• Access and supports for BIPOC children and families are highly variable and inequitable.

• High quality inclusion is achieved by an entire system working together.

• States and communities are finding creative ways to promote inclusion through financing 

strategies, public awareness, professional development and policy-making.



Inclusion 
Benefits….

• Children with disabilities

• Children without disabilities

• Educators

• Systems

Yet…. we still have issues with access and equity
https://ectacenter.org/topics/inclusion/research.asp



Inclusion: 
Barriers and 
Challenges

Number one identified challenge 
to inclusionAttitudes & 

Beliefs

Of the nearly 70 responses 
related to “policy challenges”, 
only 19 were likely to actually 
be policy

Policies & 
Procedures

A key finding from research is 
that inclusive service delivery 
models do not cost more than 
separate programs

Resources

Adapted from Barton & Smith: https://ectacenter.org/~pdfs/topics/inclusion/inclusion_survey_summary_9.16.pdf



National Early Childhood Environments Data Over Time

SPP/APR Indicator 6a: Children attending a regular early childhood program (RECP) and receiving the 

majority of special education services in the program 

SPP/APR Indicator 6b: Children who do not  attend an RECP, who receive their special education 

services in a separate class, separate school or residential facility 

https://data.ed.gov/dataset/idea-section-618-data-products-static-tables-part-b-count-environ-tables12/resources
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State Environments for Children Attending a Regular EC Program and 
Receiving Majority of Services in the Program, 22-23
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Each bar represents a state. Ed.gov Static Table: 

https://www2.ed.gov/programs/osepidea/618-data/static-tables/index.html

National Average: 42%

https://www2.ed.gov/programs/osepidea/618-data/static-tables/index.htm


State-level Indicators 
of High-Quality 

Inclusion

https://ectacenter.org/topics/inclusion/indicators-ece.asp
https://ectacenter.org/topics/inclusion/indicators-ece.asp
https://ectacenter.org/topics/inclusion/indicators-ece.asp
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