Stories to tell about early learning

What is the value to stakeholders in early childhood, K-12
education, and postsecondary and workforce sectors of better

integrating early childhood data into state longitudinal data
systems?

What is the value to families, educators, leaders, and
policymakers of better connecting different early childhood

data sources?
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Our Three Use Cases

* Make it Easier for Families to Access Services
* Reduce the Reporting Burden on Providers

* Integrate Data Across Services to Inform Policy Decisions
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Make it Easier for Families to Access Services

e Create a parent portal to help families find the services they want
— and determine eligibility

o Families do not necessarily understand the differences among
services, but do not have ideas about what they want for their
kids

o Families do not have much bandwidth to track down the
services they want and determine their eligibility for those
services

Data Quality Campaign 3



Reduce the Reporting Burden on Providers

e States can revamp and automate their systems for provider data
collection, reducing the burden of collecting and reporting data
o Too many providers are collecting data by paper and pencill
o Too many states require providers to report data separately
for each funding stream they use
o The administrative burden placed on providers reduces their

capacity to serve children and families and often produces
unreliable data
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Integrate Data Across Services to Inform Policy Decisions

e States can integrate data across a range of services to be able to
answer key policy questions
o In the short term, enriches understanding of on-the-ground
conditions
o Inthe long term, can help to illuminate the relationships
among access, quality, and outcomes
o Requires stakeholder engagement and analytic capacity
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Next Steps for DQC and the Use Cases

e Embarking on a use cases roadshow in states and various other
venues

e Engaging state leaders
e Presenting at conferences and meetings
e Creating data comms materials and resources

e« Making connections to encourage state-level data advocacy and
Implementation
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Thanks!




Discussion Questions

What resonates with you from what you heard today?
What more would you like to know?

Have you had experience with any of these use cases? If so,
any wisdom to share?
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Family-Centered
Information Portals

Aligning Public Systems to Increase Access to Services
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Centering family voice

We listened to 7,500+ parents and caregivers in every
county of the state and members of the SC Family

Voice Council

“Finding
support can

be difficult.”
“It takes forever to wait

at offices in-person.”

“As a parent you have
to fill out [applications]
several times, and it
takes a lot of time.”

The paperwork
is always daunting... and with two the work
doubles! One challenge has been obtaining
services for both children. Since one is my
biological grandchild and the other is not,
they often don't qualify for the same types of
services. It's difficult to conceive!
Tre’ Tailor
Family Voice Council member



South Carolina’s Pre-K Funding Landscape
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Palmetto Pre-K is your one-stop shop for finding free educational
preschool programs in South Carolina.




Flow of state

and federa
funds into
South
Carolina’s
early
childhood
system

Federal Funds Direct to 25 Local Grantees

South Carolina
Early Childhood
Advisory Council

State
Funds

Federal Department
of Health and
Human Services

Administration for
Children and Families
- Office of Head Start
* Office of Child Care
* Child Care Development
Fund (CCDF)
* Preschool Development
Grant (PDG)
« Office of Family Assistance
- Temporary Assistance
for Needy Families

« Children's Bureau
- Community-Based
Child Abuse Prevention
(CBCAF)

Center for Medicaid and
Medicare Services

Health Resources and
Services Administration

- Matemal and Child Health - Medicaid
Bureau * Children's Health Insurance
- Maternal and Child Program (CHIP)

Health Black Grant
(MCHBG)

* Maternal, Infant, and
Early Childhood Home
Visiting (MIECHV)

Federal Department
of Agriculture

=

Federal Department

of Education

Food, Nutrition and Office of Special Institute for

Community Services Education and Education Sciences

- Child and Adult Care Food Rehabilitative Services - National Center for
Program (CACFP)  Part B, Section 619 Education Statistics

- Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program
(SNAP)

« Special Supplemental
Nutrition Program for
Women, Infants, and
Children (WIC)

*PantC

- Statewide Longitudinal
Data Systems Grant
(SLDS)

SC First Steps

SC Department
of Education

@

SC Department
of Health and
Human Services

SC Department
of Social Services

+ Early Childhood « Division of Data, « SNAP + Medicaid
Advisory Council Technology, and « TANF *CHIP
« Local Partnerships Agency Operations + CACFP «PartC
* Health * SLDS + CCDF (BabyNet Ages 0-30
- Parenting - Office of Special +SC Voucher + Birth Outcomes
- Early Care and Education Education Services + Child care licensing Initiative
+ School Transitions - Part B, Section 619 - ABC Quality
« First Steps 4K (Ages 3+) - Child Care Resource and
- Office of Early Referral
Learning and Literacy «PDG
- State 4K (public « Head Start

school settings)

Head Start

+ Preschool Head Start

« Early Head Start

« Migrant Head Start

+ American Indian
Head Start

« Early Head Start -
Child Care Partnerships

Collaboration Office

O
SC Department
of Public Health

Children’s Trust of
South Carolina

SC Department of
Disabilities and
Special Needs

+ Bureau of Community + MIECHV
Nutrition Services - 8C Home Visiting Consortium
- WiC + CBCAP
+ Bureau of Maternal
and Child Health
- MCHBG
+ Local Health
Departments: Home
Visiting

+ Early Intervention
(Ages 3-5)

SC Department
of Mental Health

« Hall Psychiatric
Institute - Child and
Adolescent Hospital
at G. Werber Bryan
Psychiatric Hospital

« Community Mental
Health Services

Additional Members of the Interagency Collaboration Committee of the ECAC

|
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SC Educational
Television

= PBS Kids (National Content)

= SCETV Kids (Local Content)

= KnowltAll org

- Educator Training

= WiFi Hotspots (First Steps,
Head Start, After School
Alliance)

- Community/Parental
Engagement

|
&

SC Commission on
Higher Education

SC State Library



An online
portal that
families
Want, HEECI, Get the support your child

needs from birth through

and deserve age five,

Connecting families with South Carolina's
public services for young children.
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Get the support your
child needs from birth
through age five.
Connecting families with South

Carolina's public services for
young children.

Check your eligibility for over 40 services. o

Answer a few questions to see what you qualify for and apply online.
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@ firstbsc.org
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It's Working: For South Carolina

First Five SC by the numbers: July 1, 2023 — June 30, 2024

212,000
households with children 0-5 in SC

155,881
unique visitors

12,838
checked their eligibility

77%
eligible for at least 1 program

2383
applications submitted

Population Data: U.S. Census Bureau



First Five For All

Resources and technical assistance to help states build early childhood portals

First Five for All A Welcome home,
Let's make it easier for families everywhere to access

fom

Get Involved

First5ForAll.org

FIRST o= South Carolina
Ill STEPS ? Early Childhood

SOUTH CAROLINA Advisory Council



It's Working: For Families

When our two-year-old daughter was
diagnosed with an extremely rare
syndrome that impacted her hearing, we
didn’t know where to start. First Five SC
connected us to the resources we needed
and coached us through the application
process. Having all that information in one
centralized place was key to getting the
right kind of help — fast.

Katie H.
South Carolina parent

First Five SC Toolkit | Copyright © 2023-24 SC Early Childhood Advisory Council. All rights reserved.



Martha Strickland
4K State Director

mstrickland @scfirststeps.org
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