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Idaho Association of Counties Annual Conference – Fall 2023 

INCENTIVIZING NEW AND GROWING BUSINESS: 

Idaho Code § 63-602NN Process Outline 

1. Application Content: 

• Business information; 

• Estimated value of new project; 

• Type of construction/project; 

• Number of years and percent exemption they wish to apply for; and 

• Ask organization to attach detailed explanation of project. 

• See attached example. 

2. Criteria: 

A. 602NN Statutory Criteria: 

• The construction costs of the project must exceed the minimum amount set by ordinance 

of the Board of Commissioners (not less than $500,000). County must have ordinance 

setting minimum amount. 

• The plant investment must bring “significant economic benefits to the county;” and 

• The plant or building facilities must be for “nonretail purposes that are either commercial 

or industrial.” 

B. “Significant Economic Benefit” Factors. Latah County utilizes the following factors: 

• Increased land value; 

• Increased visual appeal (improve urban blight); 

• Increased jobs; 

• Increased wages and benefits;  

• Attraction of other businesses; 

• Time commitment of applicant in Latah County (past and future); 

• Whether any green building/clean energy factors exist; 

• Whether the business is employee-owned or driven; and 

• Whether new construction will use existing infrastructure/infill/utilities.  

3. Meeting: 

• Can meet in executive session when it involves “trade secrets” as defined in section 74-

107(1), Idaho Code, and in executive session as allowed in section 74-206(1)(d), Idaho 

Code. 

• To make a decision on the exemption, Commissioners must provide notice of meeting, 

summary of the application, and invitation to participate in the open meeting to all 

affected taxing districts and Idaho Commerce “at least five (5) calendar days before the 

meeting.”  
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4. Agreement: 

• Defines how long the exemption will be granted (up to 5 years) and what percent 

exemption the new plant investment will receive over base value (up to 100%).  

• Define what the “base value” is. 

• Defines what the company is agreeing to do (i.e. how much they are investing, how many 

new jobs they will create, what the plant investment project will do). 

• Set the terms for recapture if the company does not follow through with the plan, how 

long they have to meet specific goals, etc.  








