
FDA1

2

REUSABLE CONTAINER QUICKSTART GUIDE

WHY REUSABLE CONTAINERS?
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PHILADELPHIA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH RULES

Existing businesses New businesses
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All food establishments 
are expected to follow FDA 
guidelines for acceptable 
containers, washing, 
drying and storage.  

GETTING STARTED WITH REUSABLES

Purchase 
FDA-approved 
reusable containers.

Implement proper 
washing and drying 
procedures.

Container Requirements
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FDA Washing and Drying Guidelines

Automated Manual

Drying
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https://www.nsf.org/consumer-resources/articles/food-storage-containers
https://circularphiladelphia.org/programs/market-transformation/food-systems/reusable-containers/
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Set up sanitary 
storage and 
distribution systems.

Storage Guidelines
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Tell your customers, 
and train your staff.

Tips for Success
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REUSABLE CONTAINER QUICKSTART GUIDE

Have more questions about getting started with 
reusable containers?

ECHO Systems designs integrative models to replace everyday single use plastic items with convenient 
reusable options. Their programs are designed to grow on the local level, seed community engagement, 
increase awareness, and generate solutions. Visit their website at ourechosystem.com or contact them 
directly at admin@ourechosystem.com.

We and our partners can help.

Circular Philadelphia makes resources available on its website to help restaurants and food businesses 
offer reusable containers to customers.  Visit the Reusable Containers page at:

https://circularphiladelphia.org/programs/market-transformation/food-systems/reusable-containers/

REUSABLE CONTAINER RESOURCES
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https://www.ourechosystem.com/
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