
D E C O L O N I A L  P L A N N I N G
B Y  F R A N C O I S  C H A R G O I S



P E N N S Y LVA N I A  W A S  
E S TA B L I S H E D  A S  A  
C O L O N Y  U P O N  T H E  
L A N D  O F  T H E  L E N A P E .
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W H AT  I S  C O L O N I A L I S M ?

B E G A N  I N  T H E  1 4 0 0 ’ S



An Ideology of dominance & 

right to exploit + forced 
assimilation to/for the dominant 

culture/peoples 

(Based on Geography, Gender/
Sex, Race, and even Religion)

O P P R E S S I O N



A Geo-Political Construct of one 
Sovereign State dominance over 

another. 

(Based on Geography, Gender/Sex, 
and Race)

As well as, the Legal & Political 
Structures to perpetuate 

dominance. 



Colonialism is also conducted 
within Settled States. 

As example: the United 
States, Canada & Australia.



D E C O L O N I Z AT I O N  B E G I N S
F R O M  P O S T- W W 2  -  T O D AY



D E C O L O N I Z AT I O N ?

W H AT  I S



T H E  U N D O I N G  O F  C O L O N I A L I S M



« the process of freeing an institution, sphere of 
activity, society, etc. from the legal systems & 

cultural/social effects of Colonization. » 



- F R A N T Z  FA N O N

« Mental decolonization, the shedding of the 
colonizer's values and practices. » 



J O B  I S  N O T  D O N E .
N E O - C O L O N I A L I S M  &  C O L O N I A L  V I O L E N C E

Wait, where are our jobs?

Where is our 
Equity? 

Whose Power 
overshadows the 

People?

Wait, where is our justice?



Colonialism shows 
itself in its violence.

Colonialism shows 
itself in its neglect.

Colonialism shows itself 
in its injustice & inequity.



P L A N N I N G  I S  N O T  L I M I T E D  T O  T H E  
L A W S .  I T ’ S  A L S O  I T S  C H A N G E S .



P L A N N I N G  I S  O R G A N I Z I N G .

P L A N N I N G  I S  C O A L I T I O N  
B U I L D I N G .



O U R  A R E N A  I S  I N  P O L I C Y  &  P R O C E D U R E :  
I T S  CREAT ION ,  ENFORCEMENT  &  CHANGE .



O U R  W I L L  I S  O F  L I B E R AT I O N  &  S H A R E D  
R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y  F O R  A N  E Q U I TA B L E  S O C I E T Y.

A  N E W  B R A N C H  C A L L E D  T H E  M I N I S T RY  O F  
D E M O C R AT I C  E N G A G E M E N T  &  S O C I A L  E Q U I T Y  
C A N  H E L P  U S  G E T  T H E R E .





- F R A N C O I S  C H A R G O I S

« Change in our socio-political lives is not found in politicians nor 
parties, It is find by our unrelenting pursuit for just policy 

change. » 



A S  C I T I Z E N S  
P L A N N E R S ,

• How might we exercise our right to 
shape the reality we want together for 
our neighborhoods and city at large?  

• How might we hold city government 
& agencies accountable to 
inefficiencies & inequities due to 
colonial-rooted power structures? 

• How might we co-create in 
legislature/policy to create a better 
Philadelphia (an ex-colony)?



A LT E R N AT I V E S  E X I S T !
W E  H AV E  C O M E  FA R .  L E T ’ S  C O N T I N U E  O N W A R D !


