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What is Outdoor Recreation?

Outdoor Recreation is a collaborative relationship
• Land, water, air, wildlife

• Infrastructure and access - activities
• Services, goods, organizations, institutions, etc.

Recreation + Outdoors
• Leisure, enjoyment, learning, self-actualization
• Outdoors, engaging with natural environments

Outdoor recreation is any leisure time activity which is 
being conducted outdoors where individuals engage 
themselves either physically or mentally from a range of 
choices of activities for their personal satisfaction and 
enjoyment.Oregon State University



Land, Water, Air, 
Wildlife Economy

Outdoor Recreation Economy



- Conservation
- Infrastructure and 

Access

- Business 
Recruitment

- Business Expansion
- Workforce 

Development
- Small Business and 

Entrepreneurship

Outdoor Recreation Economy



- USDA, DOI, Corps, 
NOAA, EPA

- AGFC, SP, ADEE, 
ArDOT, ANHC, Dept. 

of Ag
-NGOs

- SBA 
- AEDC, ADFA, DAH, 

OSD
- Financial Institutions

- ESOs
- NGOs

-Universities

Office of Outdoor Recreation



The outdoor recreation economy does not exist without 
land, water, air and the infrastructure upon them.

access = growth

Outdoor Recreation Economy

Land, Water, Air, Wildlife



Outdoor Recreation’s Economic Impact | NATIONAL

The Bureau of Economic 
Analysis estimates that outdoor 
recreation generates $689 billion 
in gross output and supports 4.3 
million jobs. 

In 2020, outdoor recreation 
comprised 1.8% of the United 
States GDP. 



What is a State Office of Outdoor Recreation?

State Offices of 
Outdoor Recreation 
(ORECs) serve as  
central champions for 
the outdoor recreation 
economy and its 
associated benefits 
within a state.

To date, 16 states 
have created offices 
of outdoor recreation, 
task forces, or policy 
advisors. 



Why Arkansas?
• 30.1% increase in 

hospitality tax revenue

• 50% increase in 
collections of the 
Arkansas statewide 
tourism tax 

• 7.6% increase in the 
monthly average of 
Arkansas’ tourism 
industry employment

• Record visitation to our 
State Parks

• Two $20M grants for the 
Delta Heritage Trail

• Illinois River Whitewater 
Park 

• Maumelle Pinnacles Trail

• Purchase of Blue 
Mountain, Rattlesnake 
Ridge

• New Pinnacle Mountain 
SP Visitor Center

• Monument Trails

• Lake Sylvia partnership

• $3.6M grant 
announcement by ORGP

• Southwest Trail, 
Crowley’s Ridge Trail 
developments



According to the BEA, in 2020, Arkansas ranked 4th among all states in value added growth, 7th

among all states in employment growth, and 2nd among all states in compensation growth.

Outdoor Recreation’s Economic Impact | STATEWIDE



Arkansas 
Department of 
Parks, Heritage 
and Tourism
The Arkansas 
Department of Parks, 
Heritage and Tourism 
protects and promotes 
our state’s natural, 
cultural and historic 
assets, contributing to 
a thriving economy 
and high quality of life. 

GOVERNOR ASA HUTCHINSON STACY HURST
SECRETARY & STATE HISTORIC 

PRESERVATION OFFICER
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The Arkansas Office of 
Outdoor Recreation

Mission Statement
The Arkansas Office of Outdoor 
Recreation works to leverage the state’s 
natural assets to grow the outdoor 
recreation economy. 



Primary Goals

Connection and Collaboration
o Serve as a connector of 

resources, creator of partnerships, 
and catalyst of growth in the 
Arkansas outdoor recreation 
economy.

o Grow relationships.
o Central point of contact.
o Grow employment and 

entrepreneurism.

Promotion and Awareness
o Establish Arkansas as a top 

destination for outdoor recreation.
o Promote the full spectrum of 

opportunities to all Arkansans.
o Promote economic impact.
o Improve impact on public health 

and wellness.





Communities with outdoor recreation-based economies attract entrepreneurs 
and new residents, including retirees and people with investment income. 



A high concentration of visitor 
spending in Arkansas occurs in the 
more urbanized counties of Benton, 
Pulaski, and Washington. In typical 
years, these 3 counties account 
for upwards of 43% of visitor 
spending to the state. However, in 
2020, the share of spending 
within those 3 counties combined fell 
to 35%.

The best performing counties of 
2020 boast natural and outdoor 
attractions, such as those around the 
Ozark Mountains and 
Ouachita National Forest. The 
resiliency provided by outdoor 
activities in 2020 resulted in 
some counties’ tourism industries 
achieving new highs.



Real World Examples
- Katy Trail, Missouri

$29.2 Million Economic Impact in 2022
$18.5 Million Economic Impact in 2011



Real World Examples
- Gallup, New Mexico

Adventure Capital of New Mexico



Real World Examples
- Montrose, Colorado

Lured in fly-fishing gear manufacturer, Ross Reels



Real World Examples
- State of Utah





How to get started
- Identify natural assets

- Form a plan to increase sustainable 
access

- Unite outdoor business community
- Work to address their barriers to 

growth
- Create a brand

- Attract new visitation and create 
quality of place



KATHERINE ANDREWS
Director, Office of Outdoor Recreation

Katherine.Andrews@Arkansas.Gov
Office: 501.682.6829
Cell: 501.690.8517

Questions?


	Outdoor Recreation as an Economic Driver
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Arkansas Department of Parks, Heritage and Tourism� �The Arkansas Department of Parks, Heritage and Tourism protects and promotes our state’s natural, cultural and historic assets, contributing to a thriving economy and high quality of life. 
	Slide Number 14
	The Arkansas Office of Outdoor Recreation
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Questions?

