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Creating a Learning Community Online

• Foster Engagement
• Foster Relationships
• Foster Success
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Engagement starts with YOU!

Before class…

(And maybe in your PJs…)

The “Rules of Engagement”

• Make your wish list first.

• Make sure students set 
up the way YOU want 
them to be set up.

• Don’t assume students 
know what you want…
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The “Rules of Engagement”

• Explain AND illustrate
• Step by step
• Make it recyclable!

The “Rules of Engagement”

Potential Wish List…
• LMS Notification Settings
• Netiquette Expectations
• Student Resources

• Library
• Tutoring
• Online Workshops

• Class Expectations & Quiz
• Syllabus (with Quiz!)
• Specialty Issues (i.e., audience 

recruitment & planning boards)
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Engagement starts with YOU!

Welcome to Day 1!
And don’t worry!
You’ve got this because you’re a…

Engagement starts with YOU!

• Be willing to model everything 
you are asking of your students

• Be engaged in the class from 
the beginning

• Show students how to engage 
through your action and 
instruction

• Since you did the work ahead of 
time – now you can have fun!
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Get Students Engaged
(Without Them Knowing!)

Get Students Engaged
(Without Them Knowing!)
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Building Relationships…Brand, Brand, Brand!

Fostering Relationships…A Welcome Video!

(Make it recyclable!)
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Fostering Relationships…#TeamGibson Gab…
…a space in class that’s ‘out’ of class

Fostering Relationships…Ask #TeamGibson
…where students can also help YOU!

“If you see a 
question you can 

help someone 
else on 

#TeamGibson
answer,

jump in…”
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Relationships starts with YOU!

• Model everything you are asking 
of your students

• Be engaged in the class with the 
students – they’ll love it!

• Respond to everything in Week 1

• You CAN still have fun while 
enforcing rules/deadlines
• The more involved you are the less 

likely you’ll have drops, 
rulebreakers, etc. 

• CONNECTION is key!

SUCCESS starts with YOU!

Bonus Tips & Tricks for Success

(Or, When Zombies Attack)



9

SUCCESS starts with YOU!
(When Zombies Attack)

• Easter Eggs – Education Style
• Incentive Alerts (set-up /    

test announcement)
• Be conversational – chatty, 

even!
• Plant something unexpected

• Think: Clickbait!
• Donkey…What?
• How to Get a Better 

Grade

SUCCESS starts with YOU!
(When Zombies Attack)

• The GOLDEN Egg
• Make sure they’ve read by 

hiding the GOLDEN egg (a 
secret word or code)

• Check responses and you can 
easily see who read the 
announcement, post, etc.

• Unexpected occasional 
rewards will gamify important 
information - making it 
irresistible to read!
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WHEN ALL ELSE FAILS…
BONUS BONUS BONUS – LIFE PRESERVER!

The Pep Talk

Questions?
Charlene S. Gibson
Professor, Department of Communication

Faculty Initiatives Coordinator, College of Southern Nevada

Charlene.Gibson@csn.edu

(702)651-4423

Go forth and build learning 
communities that foster 
engagement, relationships 
and success!  Thank you!


